
Wyoming: Where Power Transmission & Generation Meet

Wyoming Infrastructure 
Authority

Given our vast resources, 
we’re the Energy Gateway 

to the West

7/28/2011—Laramie

8/17/2011--Wheatland
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Loyd G. Drain
Executive Director

AWEA/WPPC  
Road Show
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Update: 
Wyoming Infrastructure Authority
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Structure:
• Five (5) member Governor-appointed Board of Directors

o Mike Easley, Chairman: CEO, Powder River Corporation

o Kyle White, Vice-Chairman: VP of  Regulatory and Governmental
Affairs, Black Hills Corporation

o Bryce Freeman, Treasurer:  Administrator of the Wyoming Office
of Consumer Affairs

o J.M. Shafer, member: Former executive with both Tri-State and
Western Area Power Administration

o Dave Sparks, member: Executive Vice President, TransCore

• Staff
o Loyd Drain, Executive Director

o Holly Martinez, Administrative Manager

o Rob Hurless, Energy Consultant

o Tom Dennis, Cassidy & Associates; and other Consulting Support

Wyoming Infrastructure Authority



Looks like Wyoming’s number is understated—it may be closer to 2,500 MW
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NEWS RELEASE
For Immediate Release

Date: July 14, 2011
Contact: Adam Gassaway, LS Power
Email: agassaway@lspower.com
Phone: 636.532.2200

WYOMING COLORADO INTERTIE ANNOUNCES TRANSMISSION SERVICE REQUEST
July 14, 2011 – Wyoming Colorado Intertie, LLC (WCI) has received a request for 100% (up to 900
megawatts) of the Initial Long-Term Firm Point-to-Point electric transmission service on the Wyoming
Colorado Intertie Project. Pursuant to the terms of its Open Access Transmission Tariff, WCI must hold an
auction if any qualified party submits a competing request, subject to minimum bid criteria and security
requirements, on or before August 11, 2011. Any party interested in purchasing transmission service on the
Wyoming Colorado Intertie Project is encouraged to visit www.WCIntertie.com for more information.

The Wyoming Colorado Intertie Project is a planned electric transmission facility between Southeast
Wyoming and Northeast Colorado. The project is being developed through a public/private partnership
between the Wyoming Infrastructure Authority, an instrumentality of the State of Wyoming, and WCI, a
member of the LS Power Group.

http://www.wcintertie.com/�
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BLM publishes Draft Environmental Impact Statement
for Chokecherry and Sierra Madre Wind Energy Project

Important milestone marks start of 90-day public comment period

July 22, 2011 – The Bureau of Land Management has released its Draft Environmental Impact
Statement for the Chokecherry and Sierra Madre Wind Energy Project, a 2,000-3,000 megawatt
wind farm proposed by Power Company of Wyoming LLC in south-central Wyoming.

The Notice of Availability of the Draft EIS is published in today’s edition of Federal Register, the official
daily publication of the federal government, and begins a 90-day comment period.

The approximately 1,100-page Draft EIS document results from more than three years of analysis,
public input and collaboration among federal, state and local cooperating agencies.

The report informs the public of various factors associated with the wind power plant, including its
ecological, aesthetic, cultural, economic and social effects. BLM is preparing this EIS pursuant to the
National Environmental Policy Act because about half of the PCW wind project is sited on federal
land…………………………



• Exploring ways to mitigate the time required and cost relative to the NEPA
process for transmission which currently takes 4 to 5 years at a cost of $40 to
$60 million
– A committee has been formed with members of State and Federal rep’s to

expedite the permitting and siting of generation projects on public land
– A task force to expedite transmission projects is in the early stage of

formation via a joint effort between Governor Mead’s Office and the WIA
• A market that wants to develop indigenous renewable resources

• Studies suggest that Wyoming wind will provide geographical diversity
benefits when combined with renewable resources closer to the load which
will result in the mitigation of ramping events with a corresponding savings
relative to integration costs

• Wyoming’s Joint Revenue Committee has been tasked with reviewing the
current tax policy on wind
– had a meeting in Saratoga in May, 2011
– Scheduled to meet in Buffalo on August 25-26

Important Issues being addressed
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NREL Study for Wyoming



Wind is the catalyst but it’s more than just wind
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Market Information
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DEVELOPABLE RENEWABLE ENERGY SUPPLY IN THE WEST
STATE SURPLUS (TWh/yr)

Colorado 27.0

Arizona 14.5

Nevada 11.5

New Mexico 5.0

Wyoming 23.6

Montana 23.6

California 262.6

TOTAL: 367.8

California's requirements from 2011 to 2025 75.0

Surplus 292.8

Ratio of Supply to Demand 3.9 to 1

Number of 3,000 MW projects that will not be built between 
now and 2025 approximately 25 throughout the West

Number of 100 MW projects that will not be built between 
now and 2025 approximately 750 throughout the West
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Preliminary Data from WECC 10 year plan



Questions?

For more information, please visit our website at www.wyia.org
200 East 17th Street

Cheyenne, WY
307-635-3573
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http://www.wyia.org/�
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